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FOLKLORE ARCHIVES : ETHICS AND THE LAW 
On November 11, 1971, a t  the  annual meeting of the  American Folklore Socie ty  
i n  Washington, D. C., E l len  J .  Str'kert chaired a panel t i t l e d  "Ethics, 
Securi ty,  and Copyright : People, Archives, and the  Law." Watergate-inspired 
paranoia has more recen t ly  underscored the t imeliness of the  topic.  E l l en  
S teker t  has submitted both her own ed i t ed  in t roduct ion t o  the  panel and 
t r ansc r ip t ions  of the  comments and discussion of the  panel members and 
audience pa r t i c ipan t s .  S t e k e r t l s  Introduction focuses on the  problems 
explored by the  panel: what e t h i c s  and laws govern the  preservation and 
u t i l i z a t i o n  of the mater ia ls  we study? She s ing les  out  the fo lk lore  a r c h i v i s t  
a s  the  one most l i k e l y  t o  be charged with r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  the  treatment of  
1' sens i t ive"  archi re  mater ia ls ,  
Copies of t r ansc r ip t ions  were sent  t o  p a n e l i s t s  f o r  e d i t i n g  and permission 
t o  publish. The panel o r i g i n e l l y  included El len  J . Steker t  , Chairman, 
P h i l i p  P. Mason, William Ivey, Alan Jabbour, Frank J. Gillis,  Edward D. Ives, 
D. K. Wilgus, and Bruce R. Buckley. Mason preferred  t h a t  we dele te  h i s  
comments, and Ivey f a i l e d  t o  respond t o  repeated requests  f o r  permission t o  
publish. The comments t h a t  were retu-med vary n ice ly  i n  s t y l e ,  some bearing 
a b i t  more polish,  o thers  bearing witness t o  t h e i r  o r a l  o r ig ina l s .  We t r u s t  
our readers w i l l  f i n d  de l igh t  i n  the  v a r i e t y  and approve our untampering hand. 
One addi t ional  note should be inse r t ed .he re .  A s  Alan Jabbour pointed ou t  i n  
a telephone conversation, panel pa r t i c ipan t s  were o r i g i n a l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  present  
a  b r i e f  descr ip t ion of  the  archives they represented 'osfors moving on t o  a 
more d i r e c t  considerat ion of the problens presented i n  the  Introduction.  
These ins t ruc t ions  were followed f a i t h f u l l y  by most of the  pa r t i c ipan t s ,  so 
the  r e s u l t i n g  in t roductory  descr ip t ions  should not be seen a s  a reluctance 
t o  focus on the problems but r a t h e r  a s  a wi l l ingness  t o  s e t  the  stage,  
Hopefully publ ica t ion of the panel material  w i l l  encourage f u r t h e r  discussion 
of  the  topic.  
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Few f o l k l o r i s t s  today can ignore the problems inherent  i n  the co l l ec t ing ,  
re ta in ing,  and u t i l i z i n g  of the mater ia ls  t h a t  they study. Whether we 
l i k e  it o r  not we must recognize t h a t  many o f  our co l l ec t ions  contain 
p o t e n t i a l  l e g a l  dynamite. This pe r ta ins  t o  both our personal fieldworl: and 
t h a t  which we may have supervised and poss ib ly  incorporated i n t o  an archive. 
Some of us have e x p l i c i t l y  developed and donated such co l l ec t ions  t o  the  . 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  which we work, while o thers  of us have regarded the super- 
v ised mater ia ls  co l l ec ted  by the  s tudents  i n  our c lasses  as  our own archives 
